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Kingsoft Office, (KSO or KSOffice), or in China WPS Office is an office suite for Microsoft 

Windows, Linux, iOS[1] and Android OS.[2] developed by now Zhuhai based Chinese 

software developer Kingsoft. Components include: Kingsoft Writer, Kingsoft Presentation 

and Kingsoft Spreadsheet.[3]

The basic version is free to use,[4] but a fully featured Pro version is also available. The 

current version is KSOffice 2013.[3]

The product has had a long history of development and success in China under the name 

"WPS" and "WPS Office", and under the "KSOffice" brand is attempting to spread into 

international markets. Since WPS Office 2005, the user interface is similar to that of the 

Microsoft Office products, and supports its documents besides its native format.

Debut

WPS started as Word Processing System under DOS in 1988 by then Hong Kong based 

Kingsun, specifically for assisting Chinese paper work in electronic automation. WPS 

maintained an enormous user base throughout the late 1980s to mid-1990s before Microsoft 

Word 95 and Windows 95 entered into Chinese market.

Faced with stiff competition from Microsoft, Kingsoft chief software architect Pak Kwan Kau 

injected 4 million Yuan of his own money developing WPS 97 for Microsoft Windows. In 

1997, WPS 97 was released. And only two years later the subsequent version, WPS 2000, 

was released. Both of them were developed for 16 bit Windows platform, could also run on 

later versions of Windows with 16 bit application support.

In May 2001, Kingsoft launched WPS Office, which comprises three components, word 

processor, spreadsheet and presentation, stating Kingsoft entered into the whole Chinese 

office productivity world.

Growth

In 2002, WPS Office 2002 surfaced as the next version of WPS Office and added to its 

bundle an email client. In a move hailed by many, WPS Office 2002 maintained interface 

compatibility with established office products and as a result dramatically reduced the 

amount of retraining required to  supports formatted text, images, and advanced page 

formatting. Kingsoft Writer documents can be converted to Microsoft Word *.doc files in the 

software.
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